
 

 

 

Dear Inspector 
 
Welcome to the seventh LAA Inspector Newsletter.  This Newsletter is e-mailed 
directly to all LAA inspectors and subsequently posted on the LAA website in the 
Inspector Zone, found by hovering your cursor over ‘Aircraft & Technical’ on our 
home-page and then scrolling down to the bottom of the drop-down menu.  We 
welcome any feedback you wish to make. 
 
2015 Inspector Approval Renewal 
Many thanks to all inspectors who have renewed their LAA inspector approval 
and especially to those who renewed via the on-line website ‘shop’ facility.  The 
on-line system works well for us and we hope provides a minimum of fuss for 
you too.  As of today there are only a half-dozen ‘inspector renewals’ 
outstanding, which must be a record for the end of April, so I look forward to 
wrapping up the process for this year very soon.  Meanwhile, please check the 
accuracy of your approval and contact details on the LAA website (‘home-page’, 
then ‘Aircraft & Technical’ then ‘Find an Inspector’), and let me know if any 
changes are needed. 
 
SPARS 16 
All current inspectors will have now received SPARS amendment No 16.  Please 
take the time to edit this into your SPARS binder promptly, and be sure to 
discard those pages which are now superseded.  Make sure that you refer to the 
latest SPARS when carrying out aircraft inspections and make sure you enter 
‘SPARS 16’ on Permit renewal forms where asked, or otherwise risk rejection. 
 
LAA Engineering Fees 
Fees for Engineering processes were revised WEF 1st April 2015.  Unfortunately, 
applications for Permit renewal etc will be bounced if the wrong fee is provided, 
so please advise owners to check the LAA website or the latest Light Aviation to 
determine the correct fee, and please remind owners too that applications will be 
bounced if their membership is expired. 
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LAA Microlight Aircraft – Weighing 
Following the CAA’s recent announcement that the regular weighing of 
microlights can be relaxed, the LAA and BMAA are working together to formulate 
new procedures.  In the meantime, owners (and inspectors) of LAA-administered 
microlight aircraft falling due for their five-yearly weighing during 2015 may 
defer the weighing for one year (to six years).  New procedures will be 
promulgated and published to inspectors in due course. 
 
ADS-B – Inspector Guidance 
The LAA is taking part in a NATS-led trial of ADS-B equipment installed in LAA 
aircraft, using uncertified GPS equipment.  Owners wishing to participate in the 
trials will first need to contact NATS, directly.  Once accepted into the trials, 
owners (and their inspectors) will need to refer to guidance and obtain a special 
modification approval application form, both soon to be available on the LAA 
website. 
 
ADS-B is GPS derived information broadcast by a mode-s transponder giving the 
aircraft position, heading, speed etc.  Like a normal radio transmission this 
information can be received by both ground and airborne stations and in the 
case of aircraft, can be used with a cockpit device to display the positions of 
other ADS-B equipped aircraft.  The ADS-B broadcast-messages include 
information about the reliability of the data that is being transmitted and as this 
data is generally being derived from an uncertified GPS source, it is essential 
that the transponder is correctly configured.  The two key settings are: 
 
Source Integrity Level (SIL) – This setting describes the type of GPS source 
being used and should be set to 0 (zero). 
 
System Design Assurance (SDA) – This setting describes the reliability of the 
installed equipment configuration and should be set to D. 
 
The way these settings are configured varies with the make and model of 
transponder, some of these settings are manually configurable and some are set 
automatically, so the manufacturer’s installation manuals and supporting 
guidance will need to be consulted to ensure correct configuration. 
 
LAA Airworthiness Alerts 
During March the LAA published the first three LAA Airworthiness Alerts of 2015.  
The first, 15/01, addresses the matter of Mid-Air Collision Avoidance, but of 
more relevance to inspectors are 15/02 and 15/03, respectively covering BGA 
Concerns about Kaurit Glue and Inspection of Undercarriage Guide Bracket Bolts 
on Eurofox Aircraft.  All Airworthiness Alerts are available on the LAA website 
under ‘Aircraft & Technical’, then ‘Engineering Alerts & News’.  Inspectors should 
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regularly check this information source, as well as monitor the Safety Spot 
articles provided in Light Aviation, which is often where you will see the first tip 
that an Airworthiness Alert or Airworthiness Information Leaflet is to be 
published. 
 
LAA Rally – Sywell 2015 – Inspector Volunteers 
I know it’s only April, but from here on the year will fly by, if you’ll excuse the 
pun.  The annual LAA Rally will be held at Sywell Airfield over the weekend 4 – 6 
September 2015.  The usual Home-builder centre and LAA Engineering ‘help-
desk’ will be featured, and as usual we would like to invite inspectors to come 
along and ‘give us a hand’ on the help-desk, just for a couple of hours, handling 
queries from visitors and providing advice as best you can – or just talking flying 
b*******s, as my wife would say!  If you think you can help out, please e-mail 
Penny Sharpe directly (penny.sharpe@laa.uk.com), letting her know on which 
day, am or pm, that you think you can help out.  Many thanks for all you can do. 
 
Have a good summer. 
 
Ken Craigie 
Chief Inspector 
29/4/15 
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